Chapter XVIII: The Reign of Terror
THE next morning, being Friday, August 28th, Alice Lisle was
put up for sentence among a small batch of convicted rogues
and vagabonds, the ordinary harvest of a summer assize.
Jeffreys used the occasion for characteristic references to
the " canting, whining, presbyterian, fanatical profession "
of Mr Hicks, and with stupid effrontery endeavoured to
obtain from his victim some information that might im-
plicate others. He told her, what was doubtless untrue, that
it was " not unknown who were sent for upon the Monday
night in order to have that rebellious, seditious fellow to
preach to them." This seems to have been pure bluff, for
had it been known, these persons would long ago have been
arrested* It is unlikely that if Hicks were a rebel flying
from the battlefield and Mrs Lisle knew it, she would invite
her friends to come and hear him preach. It was probably
intended as a hint to Mrs Lisle what he wanted her to do in
the way of betraying her neighbours.
Jeffreys then preached a short but edifying sermon to his
prisoners and the populace. He beseeched them to learn
" from that woman the sad and dismal effects of disloyalty
and treason; and from all the rest the deplorable mischiefs
that attend licentiousness and debauchery," subjects which
Jeffreys was fairly entitled to declaim upon though it cannot
be said that his experience proved that they were any
hindrance to social and professional advertisement*
After this he passed the legal sentence of the time upon
Alice Lisle, which was that she would be drawn on a hurdle
to her place of execution and there burnt alive; The rest
<jf the prisoners were to be hanged unless they could claim
benefit of Clergy.
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